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Play
he role of play in young childrenʼs learning is
essential and critical (National Association for the

Education of Young Children, 1998). Existing  research
on play has found that there are a number of benefits to
play, considering  it important for academic areas, such
as early literacy. How to meaningfully incorporate play in
the early childhood classroom, however, often poses a
problem for many. 

In early childhood, play is often thought of as being
freely chosen, imaginative and creative. Much of the
magic around play may be attributed to the fact that it
often appears to occur naturally with and between
children. As such, adults may often think that they do not
have, or have to have, a role in childrenʼs play. 

There are a number of different roles that early
childhood educators can take which may either
encourage or discourage childrenʼs play in the
classroom (Johnson et al., 2005). Facilitative roles have
generally positive effects on childrenʼs play. Ranging
from lesser degrees of involvement in the Onlooker role
to being more involved in the Play Leader role, these
different facilitative roles enrich the quality of childrenʼs
play scenarios. Precarious roles, on the other hand,
have generally negative effects on childrenʼs play. Being
completely uninvolved in childrenʼs play may result in
children participating in more basic play, while being too
involved, such as in the role of Director or Play director,
may even end childrenʼs desire to play. Learning how to
avoid these precarious roles and engage flexibly in the
different facilitative ones is essential for early childhood
educators in order to help encourage stimulating play in
the classroom. 

Different roles for teachers in childrenʼs play (adapted
from Johnson et al., 2005)
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Facilitative Roles

Onlooker Teachers….

• Are positioned near the play space and watch
children while they play

• May nod, give other nonverbal signs of approval, or
make occasional comments

• Do not join in childrenʼs play; do not enhance or
disrupt the play. This role allows teachers to make
informed decisions as to whether to take a different
facilitative role in childrenʼs play as well as to assess
childrenʼs play and social-intellectual development.

Stage manager Teachers…

• Stay on the sidelines and do not enter childrenʼs play
• Take an active role in helping children prepare for play
• Offer assistance once play is under way
• Respond to childrenʼs requests for materials, help

organize the play area
• May make appropriate theme-related suggestions to

extend childrenʼs ongoing play
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1. What is the new standard for cribs? 

Beginning June 28, 2011, all cribs manufactured and
sold (including resale) must comply with new and
improved federal safety standards. The new rules,
which apply to full-size and non-full-size cribs, prohibit
the manufacture or sale of traditional drop-side rail
cribs, strengthen crib slats and mattress supports,
improve the quality of hardware and require more
rigorous testing. The details of the rule are available
on CPSCʼs website at www.cpsc.gov
The new rules also apply to cribs currently in use at
child care centers and places of public
accommodation. By December 28, 2012, these
facilities must use only compliant cribs that meet the
new federal safety standards. 

2. When will the new, safer cribs be available for

purchase? 

Beginning on June 28, 2011, all cribs sold in the
United States must meet the new federal
requirements. After that date, it will be illegal to
manufacture, sell, contract to sell or resell, lease,
sublet, offer, provide for use, or otherwise place in the
stream of commerce a crib that does not comply with
the CPSCʼs new standards for full-size and non-full-
size cribs. This includes manufacturers, retail stores,
Internet retailers, resale shops, auction sites and
consumers. 

3. What if I need to purchase a new crib prior to

June 28, 2011? 

Some compliant cribs may be available before the
required date. However, you will not be able tell if the
crib is compliant by looking at the crib. So, you may
want to ask the retail store or the manufacturer
whether the crib complies with 16 CFR 1219, the new
federal standard for full-size cribs or with 16 CFR
1220, the new federal standard for non-full-size cribs. 

4. Is this new regulation simply a ban on all drop-

side rail cribs? 

No, these are sweeping new safety rules that will bring
a safer generation of cribs to the marketplace in 2011.
CPSCʼs new crib standards address many factors
related to crib safety in addition to the drop-side rail. A
cribʼs mattress support, slats, and hardware are now
required to be more durable and manufacturers will
have to test to the new more stringent requirements to
prove compliance. 

5. Are all drop-side rail cribs recalled because of the

new regulation?

There has not been a specific    recall    of all drop-side
cribs due to the new regulation. Instead, some
manufacturers recently have recalled their cribs in
cooperation with the CPSC because a specific defect
or risk of harm has been discovered relating to a
particular crib. Although these recalls are separate
from CPSCʼs new crib standards, traditional drop-side
cribs will not meet the new crib standards that will take
effect on June 28, 2011, and cribs with traditional
drop-sides cannot be sold after that date. 

6. As a consumer, what can I do if I have a drop-side

crib? 

Some drop-side crib manufacturers have immobilizers
that fit their cribs. Drop-side crib immobilizers are
devices that are used to secure drop sides to prevent
dangerous situations in which the drop-side either
partially or fully separates from the crib. As part of a
recall, CPSC staff works with companies to provide
fixes, or remedies, for products. For drop-side cribs,
that remedy has been immobilizers.
Check the CPSCʼs website for companies that have
recalled their cribs and are providing immobilizers to
secure the drop-side on the cribs. These immobilizers
were evaluated and approved by CPSC staff for use
with these particular drop-side cribs. 
If your drop-side crib has not been recalled, you can
call the manufacturer and ask if they are making an
immobilizer for your crib. Remember, though, that
those particular immobilizers have not been tested or
evaluated by CPSC staff for use with your specific
crib. Note that a drop side crib, even with an
immobilizer installed, will not meet the new CPSC crib
standards. 

7. Is it okay for me as a consumer to resell, donate

or give away a crib that does not meet the new

crib standards? 

A consumer should not resell, donate or give away a
crib that does not meet the new crib standards, such
as trying to resell the product through an online
auction site or donating to a local thrift store. CPSC
recommends disassembling the crib 

8. Are child care programs covered by the new law?

Yes, the new federal requirements apply to cribs made
available for use in child care facilities: centers and
family child care homes.

New Crib Standard: Questions and Answers from the 
Consumer Product Safety Commission March, 2011
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NEW CASTLE COUNTY Talking About Feelings, Helping
Children Express Emotions
Level 2 (SE)
7/28
Thursday 6:30-8:30 pm
Tender Loving Kare
22 Peoples Plaza, Newark
Cost: $16
Sponsor: DIEEC

Cara’s Kit
Level 2 (EC)
8/02
Tuesday 6:00-9:00 pm
Easter Seals 
61 Corporate Center, New Castle
Cost: $12
Sponsor: Easter Seals

Introduction to Center-Based
Early Care &  Education
Level 2 (MT)
8/02, 8/9,  8/16, 8/23, 8/30, 9/6
Tuesday 6:30-9:30 pm
First Encounters CCC
Edgemoore Community Center 
500 Duncan Rd. Suite A
Wilmington
Cost: $65
Sponsor: DIEEC

Implementing Early Learning
Foundations
Level 2 (EC)
8/03
Wednesday 6:30-9:30 pm
Tender Loving Kare 
22 Peoples Plaza, Newark  
Cost: $24
Sponsor: DIEEC

Growing Up WILD: Exploring
Nature with Young Children,
Ages 3-7
Level 2 (EC)
8/04
Thursday 6:30-9:30 pm
Delaware Museum of Natural
History 4840 Kennett Pike,
Wilmington
Cost: $28
Sponsor: DMNH

Child Development
Level 2 (CD)
07/18, 7/25, 8/1, 8/8, 8/15
Monday 6:30-9:30 pm
JCC 101 Garden of Eden Rd.,
Wilmington
Cost: $55
Sponsor: DIEEC

Applying the Infant Toddler
Environment Rating Scales -
ITERS-R
Level 2 (EC)
7/19, 7/21
Tuesday/Thursday 6:30-8:30 pm
Children’s House Montessori
2848 Grubb Rd., Wilmington 
Cost: $28
Sponsor: DIEEC

A Child’s Place with Others
Level 2 (EC)
7/20
Wednesday 6:30-9:30 pm
Newark Day Nursery and
Children’s Center 
921 Barksdale Rd., Newark 
Cost: $24
Sponsor: DIEEC

Project Learning Tree:
Experimental Nature
Experiences for Early Childhood
Level 2 (EC)
7/21
Thursday 6:30-9:30 pm
Delaware Museum of Natural
History 
4840 Kennett Pike, Wilmington 
Cost: $28
Sponsor: DMNH

Applying the Family Child Care
Environment Rating Scales -
FCCERS-R
Level 2 (EC)
7/22, 7/29
Friday 6:30-8:30 pm
Western Family YMCA YDC
2600 Kirkwood Hwy., Newark 
Cost: $28
Sponsor: DIEEC

Applying the Early Childhood
Environment Rating Scales -
ECERS-R
Level 2 (EC)
7/25, 7/27
Monday/Wednesday 
6:30-8:30 pm
Beach Babies Child Care Center
6020 Summit Bridge Rd.,
Townsend
Cost: $28
Sponsor: DIEEC

Book Bites: Linking Literacy
with Healthy Eating
Level 2 (EC)
7/25
Monday 6:30-8:30 pm
St. Marks Preschool 1700
Limestone Rd., Wilmington 
Cost: $16
Sponsor: DIEEC

Inclusion Best Practice
Level 2 (EC)
7/28
Thursday 6:30-9:30 pm
Beach Babies Child Care Center
6020 Summit Bridge Rd.,
Townsend
Cost: $12 *SPECIAL
Sponsor: DIEEC

Observation and Assessment
Level 2 (OA)
8/08
Monday 6:30-9:30 pm
Ebenezer Preschool 
525 Polly Drummond Hill Rd.,
Newark
Cost: $12 *SPECIAL
Sponsor: DIEEC

Applying the School-Age Care
Environment Rating Scales -
SACERS
Level 2 (EC)
8/12, 8/19
Friday 6:30-8:30 pm
Western Family YMCA YDC 
2600 Kirkwood Hwy., Newark 
Cost: $28
Sponsor: DIEEC

Applying the Infant Toddler
Environment Rating Scales -
ITERS-R
Level 2 (EC)
8/15, 8/22
Monday 6:30-8:30 pm
Tender Loving Kare II 
400 North Ramunno Dr.,
Middletown
Cost: $28
Sponsor: DIEEC

Powerful Play Experiences for
Infants & Toddlers
Level 2 (SE)
8/17
Wednesday 6:30-9:30 pm
Beach Babies Child Care Center
6020 Summit Bridge Rd.,
Townsend
Cost: $24
Sponsor: DIEEC

Positive Behavior: Teaching
Strategies
Level 3 (SE)
8/17, 8/24
Wednesday 6:30-9:30 pm
St. Michaels School 
700 North Walnut St.,Wilmington
Cost: $32
Sponsor: DIEEC

July - September

For the latest information
& updates on training

and to register for 
classes go online to
www.dieec.udel.edu

Picture ID will be required
for admittance to all training 

sponsored by Delaware 
Institute for Excellence in 
Early Childhood (DIEEC)  



Let’s Have Fun with Science
(FORMERLY Let’s Investigate
with Science)
Level 2 (EC)
8/17
Wednesday 6:30-9:30 pm
Tender Loving Kare II
400 North Ramunno Dr.,
Middletown
Cost: $25
Sponsor: Ali Dee’s
ECE Workshops

Let’s Get Moving-Energizing
Brain Power in Preschoolers
and Beyond
Level 2 (HS)
8/20
Saturday 10:00-12:00 pm
Ebenezer Preschool 
525 Polly Drummond Hill Rd.,
Newark
Cost: $16
Sponsor: DIEEC

Let’s Play-Integrating Nutrition
Activities into the Classroom
(FORMERLY Let’s Play with
Our Food)
Level 2 (HS)
8/20
Saturday 1:00-3:00 pm
Ebenezer Preschool 
525 Polly Drummond Hill Rd.,
Newark
Cost: $16
Sponsor: DIEEC

Applying the Early Childhood
Environment Rating Scales -
ECERS-R
Level 2 (EC)
8/23, 8/25
Tuesday/Thursday
6:30-8:30 pm
Newark Day Nursery and
Children’s Center
921 Barksdale Rd., Newark 
Cost: $28
Sponsor: DIEEC

RELATE: Relationships with
Infants and Toddlers-Social
Emotional Growth (NEW)
Level 3 (SE)
8/25, 9/1, 9/8, 9/15, 9/22
Thursday 6:30-9:30 pm
Tender Loving Kare II 
400 North Ramunno Dr.,
Middletown
Cost: $60
Sponsor: DIEEC

Applying the Infant Toddler
Environment Rating Scales -
ITERS-R
Level 2 (EC)
9/07, 9/14
Wednesday 6:30-8:30 pm
Beach Babies Child Care Center
6020 Summit Bridge Rd.,
Townsend
Cost: $28
Sponsor: DIEEC

Creating Preschool Portfolios
Level 2 (OA)
9/07
Wednesday 6:30-8:30 pm
Western Family YMCA YDC
2600 Kirkwood Hwy., Newark 
Cost: $20
Sponsor: Ali Dee’s ECE
Workshops

Every Child Counts; Building
Community
Level 2 (SE)
9/08
Thursday
Sponsor: Coop.Ext.
Call 831-1239 to request a
registration brochure

Visual Arts
Level 2 (EC)
9/08
Thursday 6:30-9:30 pm
Tender Loving Kare 
22 Peoples Plaza, Newark
Cost: $24
Sponsor: DIEEC

Shapes and Patterns
Level 2 (EC)
9/12
Monday 6:30-9:30 pm
JCC 101 Garden of Eden Rd.,
Wilmington
Cost: $24
Sponsor: DIEEC

Let’s Explore Cooking with Kids
Level 3 (EC)
9/12, 9/19
Monday 6:30-9:30 pm
St. Pauls Lutheran School 
701 S. College Ave Rt. 896
Newark
Cost: $45
Sponsor: Ali Dee’s ECE
Workshops

Let’s Make Books
Level 2 (EC)
9/13
Tuesday  6:30-9:00 pm
Children At Work 
4922 Summit Bridge Rd.,
Middletown
Cost: $22
Sponsor: Ali Dee’s ECE
Workshops

Applying the Early Childhood
Environment Rating Scales -
ECERS-R
Level 2 (EC)
9/20, 9/27
Tuesday 6:30-8:30 pm
Children’s House Montessori
2848 Grubb Rd., Wilmington 
Cost: $28
Sponsor: DIEEC
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The Many Hats of ECE
Administration
Level 2 (PR)
9/20
Tuesday 6:30-9:30 pm
Western Family YMCA YDC
2600 Kirkwood Hwy., Newark 
Cost: $27
Sponsor: Ali Dee’s ECE
Workshops

Implementing Early Learning
Foundations
Level 2 (EC)
9/22
Thursday 6:30-9:30 pm
First Encounters CCC
Edgemoore Community Center 
500 Duncan Rd. Suite A
Wilmington
Cost: $24
Sponsor: DIEEC

Early Writing Skills
Level 2 (EC)
9/26, 9/27
Monday/Tuesday
6:30-9:30 pm
St. Marks Preschool 
1700 Limestone Rd.,
Wilmington
Cost: $32
Sponsor: DIEEC

July - September

For the latest information
& updates on training

and to register for 
classes go online to
www.dieec.udel.edu

Picture ID will be required
for admittance to all training 

sponsored by Delaware 
Institute for Excellence in 
Early Childhood (DIEEC)  

KENT COUNTY

Introduction to Center-Based
Early Care & Education
Level 2 (MT)
7/20, 7/27, 8/3, 8/10, 8/17, 8/24
Wednesday 6:30-9:30 pm
The Learning Center
258 North Rehoboth, Milford   
Cost: $65
DIEEC

Success in the Classroom:
How to Make Learning
Accessible for All Children
(FORMERLY Inclusive Child
Care)
Level 3 (MT)
7/20, 7/27, 8/3, 8/10, 8/17,
8/24   
Wednesday 6:00-9:00 pm
Easter Seals
100 Enterprise Place, Dover
Cost: $72
Easter Seals



Positive Behavior: Teaching
Strategies
Level 3 (SE)
9/13, 9/20
Tuesday 6:30-9:30 pm
The Wonder Years Kids Club
17001 South DuPont Hgwy.,
Harrington
Cost: $32
Sponsor: DIEEC

Learning Skills Through Arts
& Crafts
Level 2 (EC)
9/21
Wednesday 6:30-8:30 pm
St. Johns ELC 113 
Lotus St., Dover
Cost: $18
Sponsor: Ali Dee’s ECE
Workshops

Shapes and Patterns
Level 2 (EC)
9/23
Friday 6:30-9:30 pm
St. Johns ELC 
113 Lotus St. Dover
Cost: $24
Sponsor: DIEEC

Talking About Feelings, Helping
Children Express Emotions
Level 2 (SE)
9/07
Wednesday 6:30-8:30 pm
Love N Learn 
710 Buckson Dr., Dover
Cost: $16
Sponsor: DIEEC

Applying the Early Childhood
Environment Rating Scales -
ECERS-R
Level 2 (EC)
9/12, 9/14
Monday/Wednesday
6:30-8:30 pm
The Children’s Secret Garden 
717 Hatchery Rd., 
Dover
Cost: $28
Sponsor: DIEEC

ServSafe® (Spanish Only)
Level 2 (HS)
9/13
Tuesday
Sponsor: Coop Ex
Call 730-4000 to request a
registration brochure 

To register on-line for training, visit our website at: www.dieec.udel.edu
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Applying the School-Age Care
Environment Rating Scales -
SACERS
Level 2 (EC)
7/26, 7/28
Tuesday/Thursday
6:30-8:30 pm
The Wonder Years Kids Club
17001 South DuPont Hgwy.,
Harrington
Cost: $28
Sponsor: DIEEC

Applying the Infant Toddler
Environment Rating Scales -
ITERS-R
Level 2 (EC)
8/1, 8/8
Monday 6:30-8:30 pm
Tender Loving Kare III 
649 South Carter Rd., Smyrna
Cost: $28
Sponsor: DIEEC

Book Bites: Linking Literacy
with Healthy Eating
Level 2 (EC)
8/04
Thursday 6:30-8:30 pm
The Wonder Years Kids Club
17001 South DuPont Hgwy.,
Harrington
Cost: $24
Sponsor: DIEEC

Cara’s Kit
Level 2 (EC)
8/08
Monday 6:00-9:00 pm
Easter Seals
100 Enterprise Place, Dover   
Cost: $12
Sponsor: Easter Seals

Implementing Early Learning
Foundations
Level 2 (EC)
8/9
Tuesday 6:30-9:30 pm
The Learning Center 
258 North Rehoboth, Milford
Cost: $24
Sponsor: DIEEC

For the latest information
& updates on training

and to register for 
classes go online to
www.dieec.udel.edu

Picture ID will be required
for admittance to all training 

sponsored by Delaware 
Institute for Excellence in 
Early Childhood (DIEEC)  

A Child’s Place in Space & Time
Level 2 (EC)
8/11
Thursday 6:30-9:30 pm
The Children’s Secret Garden
717 Hatchery Rd., Dover   
Cost: $24
Sponsor: DIEEC

Let’s Play-Integrating Nutrition
Activities into the Classroom
(FORMERLY Let’s Play with Our
Food)
Level 2 (HS)
8/15
Monday 6:30-8:30 pm
The Wonder Years Kids Club
17001 South DuPont Hgwy.
Harrington
Cost: $16
Sponsor: DIEEC

Early Writing Skills
Level 2 (EC)
8/16, 8/17
Tuesday/Wednesday
6:30-9:30 pm
The Learning Center 
258 North Rehoboth, Milford   
Cost: $32
Sponsor: DIEEC

Inclusion Best Practice
Level 2 (EC)
8/25
Thursday 6:30-9:30 pm
St. Johns ELC 
113 Lotus St. Dover
Cost: $12 *SPECIAL
Sponsor: DIEEC

Observation and Assessment
Level 2 (OA)
8/29
Monday 6:30-9:30 pm
The Children’s Secret Garden
717 Hatchery Rd., Dover   
Cost: $12 *SPECIAL
Sponsor: DIEEC

Visual Arts
Level 2 (EC)
8/31
Wednesday 6:30-9:30 pm
The Learning Center 
258 North Rehoboth, Milford   
Cost: $24
Sponsor: DIEEC

SUSSEX COUNTY

Let’s Get Moving-Energizing
Brain Power in Preschoolers
and Beyond
Level 2 (HS)
7/16
Saturday 10:00-12:00 pm
Western Sussex Boys & Girls
Club 
310 Virginia Ave., Seaford    
Cost: $16
Sponsor: DIEEC

Cara’s Kit
Level 2 (EC)
7/11
Monday 6:00-9:00 pm
Easter Seals
22317 DuPont Blvd,
Georgetown
Cost: $12
Sponsor: Easter Seals
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RELATE: Relationships with
Infants and Toddlers-Social
Emotional Growth (NEW)
Level 3 (SE)
7/19, 7/26, 8/2, 8/9, 8/16
Tuesday 6:30-9:30 pm
Beach Babies Child Care Center
31169 Learning Ln, Lewes    
Cost: $60
Sponsor: DIEEC

Inclusion Best Practice
Level 2 (EC)
7/21
Thursday 6:30-9:30 pm
Pyle Child Development Center
34314 Pyle Center Rd., Unit 3
Frankford
Cost: $12 *SPECIAL
Sponsor: DIEEC

Applying the Family Child Care
Environment Rating Scales -
FCCERS-R
Level 2 (EC)
7/27, 7/29
Wednesday/Friday
6:30-8:30 pm
Western Sussex Boys & Girls
Club 310 Virginia Ave., Seaford
Cost: $28
Sponsor: DIEEC

Visual Arts
Level 2 (EC)
7/29
Friday 6:30-9:30 pm
Lil Red Hen Nursery and
Preschool 
400 North Bi-State Blvd., Delmar
Cost: $24
Sponsor: DIEEC

Talking About Feelings, Helping
Children Express Emotions
Level 2 (SE)
8/06
Saturday 10:00-12:00 pm
The Breakfast Club 
727 S. Washington St., Milford
Cost: $16
Sponsor: DIEEC

July - September

Applying the Infant Toddler
Environment Rating Scales -
ITERS-R
Level 2 (EC)
8/10, 8/11
Wednesday/Thursday
6:30-8:30 pm
S.P.L.A.S.H. Bay Shore Day
School, 36773 Millsboro Hwy.,
Millsboro
Cost: $28
Sponsor: DIEEC

Child Development
Level 2 (CD)
8/16, 8/18, 8/23, 8/25, 8/30
Tuesday/Thursday 
6:30-9:30 pm
Pyle Child Development Center
34314 Pyle Center Rd., Unit 3
Frankford
Cost: $55
Sponsor: DIEEC

Applying the School-Age Care
Environment Rating Scales -
SACERS
Level 2 (EC)
8/17, 8/18
Wednesday/Thursday
6:30-8:30 pm
Beach Babies Child Care Center
31169 Learning Ln, Lewes    
Cost: $28
Sponsor: DIEEC

Shapes and Patterns
Level 2 (EC)
8/22
Monday 6:30-9:30 pm
Lil Red Hen Nursery and
Preschool 
400 North Bi-State Blvd.,
Delmar
Cost: $24
Sponsor: DIEEC

Let’s Have Fun with Science
(FORMERLY Let’s Investigate
with Science)
Level 2 (EC)
8/23
Tuesday 6:30-9:30 pm
Sussex Family YMCA 
20080 Church St., 
Rehoboth Beach
Cost: $25
Sponsor: Ali Dee’s ECE
Workshops

KEY: Core Competency (Content) Areas:
• (CD) Child/Youth Development 
• (EC) Environment & Curriculum (Educational Activities for Children - FCC)
• (SE) Social Emotional Development 
• (OA) Observation & Assessment 
• (HS) Health, Safety, Nutrition 
• (FM) Family & Community 
• (PR) Professionalism 
• (MA) Management & Administration (Business Practices & Administration - FCC)
Note: (MT) is noted for all Multi-Topic classes. The content areas will be separated in the Delaware
Institute for Excellence in Early Childhood Registry and on each professional’s transcript.

Implementing Early Learning
Foundations
Level 2 (EC)
8/25
Thursday 6:30-9:30 pm
S.P.L.A.S.H. Bay Shore Day
School 36773 Millsboro Hwy.,
Millsboro
Cost: $24
Sponsor: DIEEC

Observation and Assessment
Level 2 (OA)
9/9
Friday 6:30-9:30 pm
Beach Babies Child Care
Center 31169 Learning Ln,
Lewes
Cost: $12 *SPECIAL
DIEEC

ServSafe®

Level 2 (HS)
9/14
Wednesday
Coop Ext
Call 856-7303 to request a
registration brochure 

Applying the Early Childhood
Environment Rating Scales -
ECERS-R
Level 2 (EC)
9/14, 9/16
Wednesday/Friday
6:30-8:30 pm
Sussex Family YMCA 
20080 Church St., 
Rehoboth Beach
Cost: $28
Sponsor: DIEEC

Math Matters
Level 2 (EC)
9/15
Thursday 6:30-8:30 pm
Sussex Family YMCA 
20080 Church St., 
Rehoboth Beach
Cost: $18
Sponsor: Ali Dee’s ECE Workshops

Creating Preschool Portfolios
Level 2 (OA)
9/17
Saturday 9:00-12:00 pm
Cozy Critters Child Care
35371 Beaver Dam Rd., Frankford
Cost: $18
Sponsor: Ali Dee’s ECE Workshops

A Child’s Place in Their Community
Level 2 (EC)
9/21
Wednesday 6:30-9:30 pm
S.P.L.A.S.H. Bay Shore Day School
36773 Millsboro Hwy., Millsboro
Cost: $24
Sponsor: DIEEC

Dine Safe
Level 2 (HS)
9/21
Wednesday
Coop Ext
Call 856-7303 to request a
registration brochure 

Learning Skills Through Arts &
Crafts
Level 2 (EC)
9/26
Monday 6:30-8:30 pm
Sussex Family YMCA 
20080 Church St., Rehoboth Beach
Cost: $18
Sponsor: Ali Dee’s ECE Workshops

For the latest information
& updates on training

and to register for 
classes go online to
www.dieec.udel.edu
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Department of Defense-funded
Military Child Care Liaison

Initiative 

elaware is one of 13-states selected to participate
in the Military Child Care Liaison Initiative, a

Department of Defense (DoD) funded project in
partnership with NACCRRA (National Association of
Child Care Resource & Referral Agencies) to expand
the availability of quality, affordable community-based
child care for military families.  The states were selected
to participate in this two-year project based on high
mobilization and deployment rates, an interest in
improving the quality of child care in the state, and a
strong network of community partners. 

A key component of this Initiative is the placement of a
Military Child Care Liaison in each state who will work
with stakeholders to promote and support quality child
care policies, best practices and provider training.
Stakeholders include state child care administrators,
licensing bureaus, professional development
organizations, early childhood councils, child care
professional organizations, Head Start, Child Care
Resource and Referral agencies (CCR&Rs), training
organizations, National Guard offices and the Defense
State Liaison. 

NACCRRA is pleased to announce that Debbie Taylor
has been selected as the Military Child Care Liaison in
Delaware.  Ms. Taylor is located in space donated by
Children & Families First in Dover. Both NACCRRA and
DoD see great potential in this partnership and look
forward to working with the Delaware Institute for
Excellence in Early Childhood and stakeholders
throughout the state to meet the needs of our military
families and improve the quality of child care for
communities throughout Delaware.

Debbie Taylor
Military Child Care Liaison -Delaware
DoD-funded Military Child Care Liaison Initiative
National Association of Child Care Resource & Referral
Agencies (NACCRRA)

1515 N. Courthouse Rd., 11th Floor
Arlington, VA 22201

Phone: (571) 303-2352
Fax: (302) 736-3565
Email: debbie.taylor@naccrra.org

www.naccrra.org

T.E.A.C.H. 
Early Childhood® Delaware 

Scholarships are currently available for individuals
pursuing their education in early care and education
(ECE)/early childhood (EC).  The scholarship program
offers financial assistance to help pay for Associate and
Bachelor degrees in ECE/EC, a CDA application fee,
and when available, other specific credentials related to
the field of ECE/EC.  

A participant must be employed for at least one year at
a licensed early care and education center or self-
employed as a Level II Family Child Care Provider and
work at least 30 hours per week.  A high school diploma
or equivalent is also required. Income information must
be provided and is used for determining eligibility.  

The Associate degree participant will be required to pay
for a small portion (10-20%) of each semesterʼs tuition.
T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood® Delaware will pay the
remainder of the tuition, reimburse 80% for the cost of
book(s), provide a $50 travel allowance per semester
and offer a monetary ($) bonus at the end of a
contractual period.  A Family Child Care Provider
pursing an Associate degree is also eligible for a
release time allowance to help pay for substitute care
when attending classes or needing study time.  

The Bachelor degree scholarship is a $3,000 stipend for
tuition and books and can be renewed annually if
funding is available. To be eligible for a Bachelor degree
scholarship, a participant must have completed an
Associate degree or at least 55 college/university
credits.

A signed agreement between a participant and
employer (Center) is also necessary.  The Center must
be willing to pay for a small portion (usually 10%) of the
participantʼs tuition and allow the participant time off to
attend class or study. A release time allowance is
provided to the Center to help pay for a substitute. The
Center must also be willing to provide a monetary ($)
bonus or a raise at the end of a contractual period. 

Congratulations to our recent T.E.A.C.H. Graduates!
Class of 2011 – Associate Degrees in Early Childhood
Education:

Sheila Bateman-Boney      
Melodie Downing                            
Teresa Dashiell El                            

Brigitte M Shellenberger 

For more information or to apply, contact Lynn Jezyk at
(302)764-1501 or email Lynn at ljezyk@daeyc.org 

D
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April  - June

ummer is a time of relaxation, fun,
and exploration!  The warm

weather provides more opportunities
for outdoor play.  The Environment
Rating Scales (ERS) with the Delaware
Stars Clarifications can serve as a
guide to help further develop your
active physical play areas. 

All children of all ages should have
the opportunity to play outside for at
least 1 hour every day, weather
permitting.  Weather permitting
means that children should go outside
almost every day, unless there is
active precipitation or public
announcements that advise people to
remain indoors due to weather
conditions.  Children should be
dressed appropriately and taken
outside to play except on the
relatively few days where there is very
bad weather.  Open space in the
classroom should be provided for
active physical play for much of the
day for infants and toddlers as well.
They should have enough room and
opportunity to be able to move around
freely.  If the weather does not permit
children to go outside, then some
indoor space should be provided for
preschool children to have gross
motor play for at least one hour.  This
could be a gym, hallway, or classroom
as long as it is large enough to
provide open space for play.  

Programs should have a large
outdoor active play area that is easily
accessible and is not crowded or
cluttered.  Too much clutter can make
it difficult for children to focus on
playing. There should be enough
equipment and materials for all
children to be active without long
waits.  However, too much, especially
in a small space, can make the area
too crowded. Watch the children as
they run and play to observe if there
seems to be too many items getting in
the way of their fun and games.  Open
spaces for play allow children to
explore and imagine!  You can rotate
items throughout the year rather than
keeping all of the equipment out at
once.  Refer to the Playground
Guidelines that are used with the ERS

(located on the DIEEC website) to
ensure you have enough space
between equipment where children
could potentially fall.  

Look through your materials and
equipment to see if they provide
enough variety.  Invest in portable
materials so there is more variety and
ample choices for all children.  The
materials/equipment used daily
should stimulate 7-9 large muscle
skills, such as climbing, sliding,
crawling, etc. Provide equipment that
stimulates skills on different levels,
such as basketball hoops of various
heights.  If any children with
disabilities require adaptations or
special equipment, this should be
provided so they have access to
gross motor equipment as well.  The
interests of school-age children can
be maintained by providing some
equipment that allows for imagination
and is frequently rearranged, such as
an obstacle course.  The outdoor
experience should be active and
promote the development of
childrenʼs gross motor skills.
Therefore, taking infants and toddlers
on stroller rides, swinging them in
swings, or having them play in a
sandbox is not considered to be
active physical play.  Although non-
mobile infants may not be able to use
some of the equipment, they can be
placed on a blanket where they can
move freely, perhaps given an activity
gym to kick or bat at.  Older infants
enjoy push toys or materials they can
pull up on.  Toddlers like riding toys
without pedals, balls, and large
push/pull toys.  Climbing equipment
and riding toys with pedals are great
for preschoolers.  School-age children
might enjoy hula hoops, jump ropes,
and sports equipment.  This type of
equipment should be accessible so
older children can choose the
materials theyʼd like to use.

The Playground Guidelines should
also be used to make sure the
equipment is appropriate for the ages
of children using it, especially if a
variety of ages uses the same

Active Physical Play & The Environment Rating Scales
playground.  If one playground is
shared, be sure to create a schedule so
that infants and toddlers are separate
from older children.  Ideally, younger
school-agers (K-3) should have a
separate space from older children (4-
6).  According to “The Dirty Dozen”
published by the National Recreation
and Park Association, (NRPA), an
estimated 200,000 injuries occur and
approximately 15 children will die each
year from playground related injuries.
Take time to go through the outside
equipment at your program and if it is
unsafe, be sure to correct the concern
or remove it from use.  The space
should be safe from any hazards and
the children should play in a fenced
area.  Check things like plastic climbers
for cracking and Nerf balls for missing
foam.  Look for sharp edges, splinters,
protrusions, or entrapment hazards.
According to the NRPA, improper
surfacing under playground equipment
is the leading cause of playground-
related injuries.  Over 79 percent of all
accidents on playgrounds are from
children falling.  Check the depth of
your mulch periodically and frequently
rake it back into areas where it is often
displaced such as under swings, at the
ends of slides, and near places where
children enter & exit climbers.  Ideally,
youʼd want to provide one firm and one
soft play surface, such as grass for
playing chase or baseball and asphalt
for bike riding or playing basketball,
and make sure activities arenʼt
interfering with one another.  There
should also be some protection
provided such as shade, good
drainage, or windbreak. If possible,
include convenient features in your
outdoor space such as tissues,
convenient storage so portable
equipment is accessible, or having
access to a phone or walkie-talkie while
outside.
For more information about Delaware Stars for
Early Success and the Environment Rating
Scales, visit the DIEEC website,
www.dieec.udel.edu. The clarifications,
procedures, and tip sheets have recently been
updated and there is a new FAQ section which
goes into more detail regarding many of the
common questions about the ERS.

S
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n a Montessori classroom, these goals begin in the
Practical Life area.  The activities or    works    in this

area are the foundation of all learning in the Montessori
environment.  The Practical Life area is a very busy and
often very socially interactive place. Beautiful, numerous
works on trays fill child-sized shelves and beg to be
explored – small pitchers of water to pour back and
forth, buttons on dressing frames to fasten, interesting
objects to sort, colorful items to spoon, bottles and lids
to match, an eye dropper to master, and much, much
more. The teacher will initially help the young child with
these works but ultimately the child chooses his work
independently and develops at his own pace, often
learning from other children.  The child is driven by an
inner desire to perfect himself and will repeat these
activities over and over developing real skills as he
grows and develops as a human being.  These are real
works and have real consequences, which give the child
the feedback he needs.  If he does not carry the tray
carefully then the water spills or the beads fall giving him
the message to move more carefully next time.  The
child also learns how to thoroughly clean up and return
the work to its original condition in a supportive and
encouraging atmosphere.  During the school year, the
Practical Life works are constantly changed and
become progressively harder. By continuing to increase
the difficulty of the works, we advance the childʼs skills
and sustain his interest. 

Traditional Montessori classrooms are offered in
three-year cycles.  Children in the three-to-six year oldsʼ
rooms will build an immense set of life skills during this
three-year period. The Practical Life area provides
numerous opportunities for the children to get feedback
not only on their motor skills but also on their social
skills.  The children learn to think and act in a respectful
manner from the many hours spent interacting with
peers in an environment that encourages respect,
inclusiveness, and values in each individual.  These life
skills serve the whole child - developing and refining his
movement, social skills, and mind.  

These seemingly simple activities have lofty goals and
lay a foundation for all of the work in the childʼs future.
The Practical Life    works    all have a beginning, which
is to choose and set up a work; then a middle, which is
to actually do the work; and finally an end, which
includes cleaning up and preparing the work for the next
child.  This pattern of beginning/middle/end will repeat
itself in all of the works that the child (and eventually the
adult) will do throughout his years in school and in life.

As the child develops mastery of the easy Practical Life
works, he will naturally be drawn to the more
complicated works that are more difficult and require
more steps to complete.  The organizational skills,
concentration, coordination, and independence the child
develops at this very early age will provide the
framework for more demanding future works.  The
source of growth lies within the child and we must
prepare an environment that allows it to flourish.  By
giving the child time to perfect his skills, we have also
built his self-confidence and self-esteem and he will be
more willing to attempt new, complex challenges.  This
will lead the child into other sections of the classroom
like the language, math, and science areas.   

As the children grow older, the care and management
of the classroom becomes more and more the
responsibility of the children.  Practical Life skills
become activities like cleaning and caring for classroom
pets, recycling, service projects, planting and
maintaining gardens, and much more.  The children take
on these tasks easily as they are used to being given
real work and real responsibilities.  This continues to
develop the rich tapestry of social interaction wherein
each individual is valued and expected to be an active,
supportive member of the classroom community.  As the
children age, the responsibilities move from the
classroom to the local community and ultimately to a
world community.

The Practical Life area in a Montessori classroom
might seem to be a paradox.    It seems unlikely that
simple activities, like stringing various colorful beads on
a string, could lay a foundation for advanced work, like
connecting a global community that works together
where every member is valued. However, we as
teachers know that by creating peaceful, self-confident
children who have a wealth of life skills and have been
taught to value all others, we are laying the foundation
for tomorrow.  
Open Invitation:  The Montessori Teachers Association
of Delaware (MTAD) is committed to sharing our way of
educating. If you would like to see a Practical Life area
in a Montessori classroom or have a tour of a
Montessori school, please feel free to contact MTAD or
the author.  
Submitted by: Lisa Wilson Riblett, Montessori Early Childhood Teacher at
Montessori Learning Centre, Winner of the Governor’s Award for Excellence in
Early Childhood Education, and member of the American Montessori Society and
the Montessori Teachers Association of Delaware. For more information, contact
lisa.wilson.riblett@gmail.com

Purposeful Activities for Young Hands 
How can we as teachers engage children in activities that are purposeful, build skills, and hold their attention?  How can
we provide movement that ultimately leads children to believe they are capable, contributing, independent human beings?

I
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Container Culture in Child Care
magine that you are embarking on an amusement
park ride. It looks like fun.  There are bright colors, and

things that make noise.  It looks safe.  There are seat
belts and shoulder straps. In fact, for extra safety you are
told to keep your arms inside at all times. An experienced
attendant locks you in and you are ready to go.  As soon
as the ride hits a high point it comes to a stop.  You think
that it will be fixed soon. But as the seconds turn into
minutes and the minutes slowly tick by, how do you feel?
Your feet are dangling and begin to lose feeling. The
seat is too shallow to be able to bend your knees at a
right angle. The unnatural seat position causes your
back to ache. Your arms are pinned down and the seat
belt is restricting.  Anxiety sets in as you plead for rescue
but nothing happens.  Resentment rises because you
feel like you are being held captive against your will.
Finally, the ride is fixed and you are back on the ground
free to move about, stretch, and explore other exciting
activities that the park has to offer.  Even though it feels
really good to be free, you may be angry and feel
disrespected.

Knowing how being forced into a restrictive
environment made you feel, why would we do this
deliberately to the infants and toddlers in our care?
Every day small children are spending time in that exact
situation.  Restriction of movement comes in the form of
bucket seat tables, jolly jump ups, exersaucers, 8 seat
strollers, and swings.  They have cute, marketable
names like Baby Bjorn Bouncer, Excersaucer Triple Fun
Jungle, Evenflo Excersaucer Walk Around Active
Learning Center Garden, Baby Einstein Discover & Play
Center, and 1-2-3 Tea for Me Baby Activity Center. The
verbiage in ads for these    containers    states that they
help develop motor skills and balance    or    simulate
natural rocking.    Convenient features include    enough
toys to keep baby busy learning not for months, but for
years    with    smart design    that adapts as baby grows.
One claims to have    toys that aid babies in achieving 10
important developmental milestones    but the
milestones and how they are achieved are not
mentioned.  There is even one that comes equipped with
an emergency brake. Families and child care programs
need to be conscientious consumers and question the
necessity of these products and their true purpose.  They
were not invented to stimulate infants, but to contain
them. The consequences of perpetuating the
containerization of children in our care can be significant. 

Emmi Pikler, a Viennese pediatrician who worked to
provide quality care to war orphans so they would not
suffer institutional damage as adults, believed that free
movement and independent exploration are essential to
well-being. She said “While learning during motor

development to turn on the belly, to roll, creep, sit, stand,
walk, he is not only learning those movements, but also
how to learn.  He learns to do something on his own, to
be interested, to try out, and to experiment. He learns to
overcome difficulties. He comes to know joy and
satisfaction which is derived from his successes, the
result of his own patience and persistence.” (Pikler,
1969) She believed that persistence sets the stage for all
later learning. 

Magda Gerber, pioneering infant specialist and
founder of the R.I.E. Institute (Resources for Infant
Educators), was a proponent of natural movement
development and its impact on physical and
psychological development.  While an infant is learning
all about herself through respectful and loving
interactions with adults, she is also learning about how
her body moves and what it can do.  Autonomous
movement is critical to natural movement development.
She is quoted as saying “Never put a baby into a position
she cannot get out of on her own.” Movement is also
essential to healthy brain development.

Neuroscientists know that movement activity, when
repeated and mastered, provides glucose and blood flow
to the brain, its source of energy and “food”.  The energy
generated from movement activity feeds the cells that
are the essence of learning. According to Rae Pica,
childrenʼs physical activity specialist and text book
author, “every action extends the childʼs development in
some way.” Simply put, babies need to learn to move
and move to learn. 

Pediatrician Dr. Alan Greene, Clinical Professor at
Stanford University School of Medicine, maintains that
the three most important areas of an infantʼs
development are language, a sense of trust, and
freedom of movement. He says that infants must learn
through their senses by watching and moving freely in
their environment, while being carefully and quietly
monitored.

Recent studies show that infants are spending 60 or
more waking hours per week being contained. Put
another way, if infants sleep 12 hours per day (and many
sleep more than that), 71.4% of their awake time is spent
in a contraption designed for the sole purpose of
restricting movement.  Is this really what we want for our
children? One thing is very clear- the containment of
young children is harmful to them.  Letʼs challenge
ourselves as early childhood professionals to put the
best interests of the children first. Discard the bucket
seat tables and banish the exersaucers. Letʼs free our
babies and toddlers so that they can engage in natural,
unhampered movement that will help them develop to
their fullest potential.   
Submitted by Peggy Winslow, Children & Families First

I
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Grant Opportunity!
Childcare Capacity Building

Program
Delaware Institute for Excellence in Early Childhood
(DIEEC) is seeking proposals for identified gaps in
service areas: infants and toddlers, school-age youth,
children with disabilities, non-traditional hours and
mildly-ill children. Funds must be used to create,
expand or enhance the quality of programs, with an
emphasis on serving low-income children. Programs
must be licensed through the Office of Child Care
Licensing, Department of Services for Children,
Youth and Their Families. Licensed early childhood
programs can apply for grant funds to offset a portion
of program start-up, expansion or improvement costs;
including personnel, equipment, supplies, contractual
services and professional development. 
To take advantage of this opportunity to receive

funds and quality technical assistance

Call 831-3239 or visit www.dieec.udel.edu 

for more information TODAY!

Training for Early Care and Education
(TECE) I & II

Are you thinking of registering for TECE I or TECE II?
If so, please be advised that each of the sponsoring
agencies have a mandatory minimum class size, if the
minimum do not register for the class it will be cancelled.  

DE Technical & Community College Owens

Campus, Rt. 18, Georgetown, DE  855-1617
DE Technical & Community College Terry Campus,

100 Campus Drive, Dover DE  857-1400
DE Technical & Community College Wilmington &

Stanton Campus, 333 Shipley St., Wilmington, DE
571-5378
Delaware Skills Center, 1300 Clifford Brown
Walkway, Wilmington, DE  654-5392
Marshallton Education Center, 1703 School Lane,
Wilmington, DE  683-3652
POLYTECH Adult Education, 823 Walnut Shade
Road, Woodside, DE  697-4545
Sussex Tech, 17099 County Seat Highway,
Georgetown, DE  856-9035

Delaware Technical & Community
College – Wilmington Campus

2011-2012 Early Childhood Education
Program Highlights

Cost: Free to the Student 

(funded by the Workforce Investment Act
sponsored by the Department of Labor)

• Info Sessions: 
- July 14, 2011, @12:00pm or 6:00pm
- October 26, 2011, @12:00pm or 6:00pm
- February 29, 2012, @12:00pm or 6:00pm

Program Features: 

• TECE I Certification
• TECE II Certification
• Textbooks provided
• Uniform allowance
• Criminal Background Check
• Internships
• Job Placement

For more information, please contact Rodney Bailey at
302-571-5378.

Verification of Qualifications 
Review Process

The Delaware First Professional and Development
system will process applications for qualifications for the
Office of Child Care Licensing, Early Care and Education
and School-age positions.

When an individual believes that he or she is fully
qualified for one of these specific positions, a
Qualifications Application should be filled out for that
position. The process will be as follows:

1. Applicant reviews requirements of positions.
2. Applicant selects the position they qualify for, fills

out and signs the appropriate form.  
3. Applicant collects copies of transcripts, diplomas

and training certificates to document training and
education to meet the specific qualifications.

4. Applicant makes a copy of driverʼs license or
picture ID and proof of age to meet qualifications.

5. Applicant collects signed copies of verification of
employment form to document experience to meet
qualifications.

6. Applicant mails form and all documents to:

Delaware First, Department of Education, Townsend
Building, 401 Federal Street, Dover, DE 19901      

(Faxes will not be accepted)
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Healthy Eating and Physical Activity Resources for Child Care
Looking for help implementing the nutrition and physical activity Delaware CACFP/Delacare

Rules in your child care center or home? The following free resources will help to answer your
questions, provide quick and easy game ideas, recipes and more! 

Team Nutrition Toolkit

This two book set includes ideas for helping staff, parents, and the community to become engaged in nutrition
and physical in child care as well as menu planning tips and tools. 

The Administratorʼs Guide includes:
• the nutrition and physical activity Rules, 
• portion pictures, 
• ideas for engaging children, 
• tools for planning a menu, and 
• resources such as myth busters, websites for recipes and healthy celebrations guide. 

The Menu Planning Guide includes CACFP/Delacare approved menus and recipes:
• 16 weeks of menus, 
• shopping lists, and 
• 120 recipes included to help you find easy solutions to feed the children in your care.

The Shopping Cheat Sheet is a tool that lists the calories and fat allowed for those products that must be less
than 35% of calories from fat. No more calculations in the grocery store! 

These resources can be found on the Delaware Department of Education Website at 
http://www.doe.k12.de.us/infosuites/students_family/nutrition/cacfp/webnotes.shtml. Scroll down to the 

heading Nutrition Guidelines/Team Nutrition Toolkit and the links are listed below. 

Healthy Kids Library Collection  Sponsored by Nemours

Looking for ideas and resources to incorporate nutrition and physical activity into your child care center or home
without spending a dime? Check out the Healthy Kids Collection at your local library! The collection includes a
number of materials to help promote healthy eating and physical activity in child care centers and homes such
as curricula, activity kits, story books, CDs and games. Materials can be borrowed and returned through the
library and interlibrary loan system. 
Look for the collection at the following libraries:

• Brandywine Hundred Library- 1300 Foulk Road, Wilmington, DE 19803
• Newark Free Library- 750 Library Ave., Newark, DE 19711
• Dover Public Library- 45 South State St., Dover, DE 19901
• Lewes Public Library- 111 Adams Ave., Lewes, DE 19958

Nutrition and Physical Activity Helpline 1-800-660-6602
The nutrition and physical activity helpline is a toll-free number where staff is available to answer your questions
on nutrition and physical activity in child care.  You can call Monday through Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and there
is a voice mailbox for after hours. We have been receiving some great questions from providers regarding
nutrition and physical activity!
Feel free to call with any questions you have. Staff is ready and willing to help you make nutrition and physical
activity a part of your daily routine!
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he Delaware Childrenʼs Department and its
Division of Prevention and Behavioral Health

Services (PBH) recently engaged children in
programs in a special activity on feelings to reinforce
their social and emotional development and promote
the importance of meeting the mental health needs of
young children and their families well before problems
are deeply entrenched and require restrictive and
costly interventions.

The newly created    I Feel … Feelings from A to Z
preschool curriculum and wall displays that showcase
the childrenʼs expressions were part of a week-long
schedule of activities held by child care providers
across the state.  Throughout the first week in May
these activities were held in collaboration with PBH to
raise awareness about the importance of childrenʼs
social and emotional wellness, provide information on
how to access services, decrease stigma around
mental health challenges, and promote that positive
mental health is essential to a child's healthy
development from birth.

The curriculum is great, noted one of the family child
care providers. She explained, I now have the children
identify how they feel when they arrive so we can talk
about why they feel the way they do and I can better
understand the cause of their moods and their needs
for the day.     

The custom-designed, educational feelings and
emotions curriculum/art activity kit emphasize four
primary feelings:  Mad, Happy, Scared and Sad.
Activities focus on one feeling each day with a review
of the four feeling on the fifth day.  Teaching strategies
are provided for each feeling word which can easily be
adjusted based on the ages of the children in a
program. There are also miscellaneous handouts with
each toolkit that can be incorporated.  For more
information on how you can incorporate the    I Feel …
Feelings from A to Z    preschool curriculum into your
early care program, contact Janet at janet.taylor-
mcdowel@state.de.us or 302-781-3217.

T

More than 200 Early Childhood
Programs Engage Young Children in

Learning Activities about Feelings

Play continued from page 1 

Coplayer Teachers…

• Join in and become active participants in childrenʼs play
• Act as equal play partners with children
• Follow the flow of the play scenario, letting children

take the lead most of the time

Play leader Teachers…

• Also join in and become active participants in
childrenʼs play

• Exert more influence
• Take deliberate steps to enrich and extend play

episodes
• May suggest new play themes and/or introduce new

props or plot elements

Precarious Roles
Uninvolved Teachers…

• Ignore play taking place in their classrooms
• Use play period to prepare for upcoming activities, do

paper work, and to chat with other adults

Director Teachers…

• Take over control of childrenʼs play
• Remain on the sidelines and tell children what to do

while playing

Redirector Teachers…

• Use play inappropriately as a medium for academic
teaching

• Remain on the sidelines and ask questions aimed at
suspending make-believe and introducing reality into
the play episode

Submitted by Jennifer Vu, Ph.D., Assistant Professor,
Department of Human Development and Family Studies, 
University of Delaware
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Support Groups, Director Associations and Professional Organizations
Throughout Delaware, child care providers have organized into geographically-based support groups.  The groups serve

as a peer support system, in which providers can offer each other encouragement, share resources, network, receive
training, and advocate for professional issues.

Some zip code areas are covered by more than one group.  To learn more about the support group(s) in your area,
please refer to the list below.  Please call Children & Families First at 479-1676 for any possible changes to this information
or if a new group has been formed.

Family Child Care

Greater Wilmington Childcare Professional Alliance (serving all of New Castle County)
Janet Nagengast  656-6898,   Nancy Martin  475-5234,   Connie Fitzwater  529-7986

MOT Support Group Organization  (Middletown/Odessa/Townsend) - 19706, 19709, 19730, 19731, 19734
Kathy Manning 376-3771      

Newport/Elsmere/Wilmington Professionals Caring for Children (N.E.W.P.C.C.) - 19804, 19805, 19808
Jane Hatfield 994-1084

Northeast Provider Support Group - 19801, 19802, 19805, 19809, 19703
Thelma Jamison 762-8645

Pike Creek Family Child Care Providers - 19707, 19711, 19804, 19805, 19808
Terry Windhorst   633-4633   

Region 1 - 19703, 19803, 19809, 19810 City of Wilmington - 
Sharon Strohm 798-6303 Kyma Fulgence-Belardo  777-4099

Smyrna/Clayton Family Child Care Support Group - 
Donna McDonald          659-3454

Child Care Centers 

Kent County Child Care Center Directors Kim Pridemore 857-1720

Child Care Association of Sussex County Kathy Moore 856-3490

Delaware Professional Organizations:

Delaware Association for the Education of Young Children (DAEYC) 764-1500
www.daeyc.org

Nursery-Kindergarten Association of Delaware (NKAD) 571-0230
www.nkad.org

The Delaware Family Child Care Alliance 655-0803  or  373-8479
www.delawarechildcare.com

Delaware AfterSchool Alliance - Dave Hilyard 479-1664
www.deasa.org

Universities/Colleges that Offer a Variety of Courses Related to Early Childhood
Delaware State University - www. desu.edu  Dr. Billie Friedland, Education Department Chair  857-6738

Delaware Technical & Community  College -  www.dtcc.edu 
Wilmington/Stanton Campus Barbara Sheppard, Education Department Chair  434-5571
Terry Campus Dr. Tyler Wells, Education Department Chair  857-1743
Owens Campus Dr. Nancy Campbell, Education Department Chair  855-1654

Springfield College – www.spfldcol.edu  Judith Stang, Assistant Dean/Campus Director - School of Human Services  658-5720
University of Delaware – www.hdfs.udel.edu  Dr. Donald Unger, Chair – Human Development & Family Studies  831-6500
Wilmington University – www.wilmu.edu  Jim Boyd, Program Coordinator- Early Childhood Education  356-6794

Visit our website at: www.dieec.udel.edu



Please visit our website for the most current and up-to-date course offerings and locations

NO DROP-INS PERMITTED FOR ANY CLASSES

To register for classes, visit our website at:  www.dieec.udel.edu

• First time visitors must create a registration profile. Select  New User  to complete a profile and obtain a user name and password
• Returning visitors:  login with assigned user name and password

In order to complete your training registration, you must have:
• Valid credit card or check.  All registrations are completed through a secure transaction
• Access to the internet
• Email address

Details for each course offered through the Delaware Institute for Excellence in Early Childhood (DIEEC) or its partners are available
at the Institute website:  www.dieec.udel.edu.  Information on each course includes the following categories: course title and
description; content area; training level; date(s) and times; location; and intended audience.  Each category is a searchable field, for
example, you may search by location (Dover); intended audience (infant/toddler); content area (health) or title (ABCʼs of Family Child
Care).  Once you have chosen a course(s), complete the registration and payment on line.
After completing your registration, print the confirmation page as a receipt for your records.  

Instructors cannot accept payments or drop-ins on the day of class

Training certificates will be mailed to participants whose payments have not been received prior to class date

If no internet access: Please call the Institute to confirm class space availability:  831-3239
Profiles are required for first time registrants. Registration can be completed over the phone with a check or credit card. If necessary,
complete the registration form below and send your check made payable to University of Delaware, credit card information or
money order to: Delaware Institute for Excellence in Early Childhood • Department of Human Development & Family Studies 

111 Alison West • University of Delaware • Newark DE  19716
Or fax your completed form with credit card information to 831-8776

Cancellation Policy

Participants who have registered for classes cancelled by the Institute or its partners will be provided a credit toward another class.
If a participant cancels their class registration 24 hours prior to the class beginning, a credit will be issued to be used for a
subsequent class within six (6) months. If a participant does not attend the class and has not contacted the Institute 24 hours prior
to the class, no class credit will be issued. NO REFUNDS

Picture ID will be required for admittance to all classes sponsored by the Institute and its partners

DIEEC REGISTRATION FORM
Make copies of this form as needed and submit one form per class per participant

Do not use for Delaware Stars Participant training

Last Name _______________________________________________________________First Name______________________________________________________

Email _____________________________________________________________________________________ Last  4 digits of your SS# _______________________

Home Address________________________________________________________________________________________________DOB_______________________

City_____________________________________________________________________State________________________________Zip________________________

Daytime Phone ___________________________________Evening Phone ________________________________Cell Phone_________________________________

Current Employer ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Work Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City_____________________________________________________________________State ___________________________Zip ____________________________

Name of Class/Training ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Location____________________________________________________________________________________________ Start Date___________________________

Amount Enclosed: $ __________________ Method of Payment:    ❒ Check         ❒ Money Order         P.O.#___________________________________________

Amount to bill Credit Card: $ _________________________ Please choose one:       ❒ Visa        ❒ MasterCard        ❒ Discover        ❒ American Express

Account Number: _______________________________________________________________________________Expiration Date: __________________________

Print Name as it appears on credit card _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature ____________________________________________________________________________________________________Date _______________________

Month                               Year
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Professional Development Opportunities offered
through the Delaware Institute for Excellence in Early

Childhood and its partners are for early childhood
professionals only. Please arrange alternate child care

for your own children in order to participate, as
children will not be allowed to stay during the training.

Reduced Price Trainings
Observation & Assessment 

and
Inclusion Best Practice

New On-site Training Policy:
The Delaware Institute for Excellence in Early Childhood
has revised its on-site training policy: The fee is
$100/hour; limited to one on-site training per site per year,
a maximum of six hours; requests considered based on
receipt date; minimum of 15 and maximum of 30
participants; limited to prescheduled daytime dates, such
as August 15th - September 9th, Columbus Day, Veteran’s
Day and President’s Day with a 30 day notice and evenings
or Saturdays with a 60 day notice; and topics are limited.
See the DIEEC website for more details:
http://www.dieec.udel.edu/professionals/training  

Join the Delaware Association for the Education
of Young Children (DAEYC) and 

the Delaware Head Start Association (DHSA) 
for the first annual

“Making A Difference in Early

Childhood”

A Conference for Early Childhood

Professionals

Friday, March 30th and 

Saturday, March 31st, 2012

DTCC-Terry Campus, Dover

Workshop topics will include infants and toddlers,
early intervention, preschool, 

school-age, family child care, administration,
home visiting and instructors/technical assistants 

SAVE THE DATE

(See class listings inside)


